Welcome to the weekly hub of information for everything new at St. Paul's! In this
week's edition: updates and new opportunities for gathering.

Sign Up Today: St. Paul's Live on the Lawn
Sunday, August 16th at 5pm, join the St.
Paul's community for a live and livestreamed
gathering on the lawn, with fellowship, a
picnic, and musical performances led by
Music Director Jake Street. Click here to learn
more.
To ensure a safe gathering, pre-registration
for live attendance is required. Click this link
to fill out a brief RSVP survey. The gathering
will be livestreamed for those who wish to
watch from home.

This Week at St. Paul's
Going Deeper: Meditation and Reflection
Thursday at 7pm, Fr. Daniel will lead a guided meditation and group reflection at St.
Paul's. You can participate live on the labyrinth or via Zoom at this link . For those
attending in person, please bring a mask.
Sunday Evening Compline
This Sunday at 9pm, all are invited to gather for the service of Compline on the
labyrinth. The service will also be livestreamed on Facebook. For those attending live,
please bring a mask.

Vestry Update -- Some Good News
You'll likely recall that at the close of the 1st
Quarter, we were able to report cautious
optimism in terms of our financial health
during the early days of the world's
Coronavirus pandemic. We are pleased to
report that, at this mid-point of 2020, St. Paul's
continues to be in good shape.
Thanks to all of you, our giving projections
remain on-track. To be sure, some of us are facing challenging times and,
understandably, some of you have made adjustments to your pledge. We expect that
some more of you may need to do so, given uncertainties about "what's next" with
the pandemic and the economic recovery. Still, St. Paul's continues to benefit from
your generous hearts and we are grateful for your faithfulness. (We also would like to
thank those of you who have accelerated your pledges, which has helped St. Paul's
cash flow.)

We also want to express our gratitude to Brad McKinney, St. Paul's treasurer. Thanks
to Brad's quick and thorough work (and that of members of the Budget Committee),
St. Paul's applied for and received $50,000 as part of the Payroll Protection Program
offered through the government's Small Business Administration. This, frankly, has
provided all of us with a collective sigh of relief, enabling us to retain our staff and
avoid any truly difficult decisions regarding our ongoing operations during this time.
We fully expect this loan to be forgiven once we submit the appropriate
documentation regarding usage of these monies.
Finally, we wish to thank those of you who have volunteered and pitched in with our
groundskeeping, and in other ways, resulting in cost savings. As the old saying goes,
every little bit helps, and we are grateful for all of it!
At its July meeting, your Vestry passed a revised 2020 budget reflecting the positive
impact on payroll and the other program savings achieved in light of the pandemic.
While we know our gathered life together remains distanced and challenging, we
also live in hope that God's abundance manifest in your continued faithfulness will
win the day.
As always, please be in touch with any questions or concerns you may have.
With gratitude,
Terri Polley and Anne Watkins, Co-wardens, on behalf of the St. Paul's Vestry
polley@stpaulsnorwalk.org
watkins@stpaulsnorwalk.org

Regathering Update
From the entire leadership at St. Paul's, thank you for continuing to stay safe and
"slow the spread," as the world enters another month of grappling with the COVID19 pandemic.
As further plans to regather at St. Paul's develop, masks, social distancing, and other
safety measures will be in effect so long as they are recommended. Need a mask?
Stop by the free clothesline just outside the St. Paul's parking lot, or take one inside
the church as you enter for a visit.
For a full update on regathering at St. Paul's, click here to read a message from Fr.
Daniel.

Weekly Reflection
"I know that this is a journey and it is one that I will
continue to be on as long as I am alive. But I also know
that I am not alone, and that the Spirit lives within me.
But I must also do my part and make the decision to be
filled with joy, filled with hope and filled with faith,
they are not just going to fall on me. And in order to do
that, it is up to me to decide what activities I am going
to engage in and support. I believe that is part of the
free will that God gives to me."
To read the rest of this reflection by Carol Custus, click here.

Community Engagement
After the storm
St. Paul's is safe and sound after yesterday's
storm, though some utilities are still being
restored, and, sadly, one of the beautiful trees

in the driveway was ripped up by the roots.
The St. Paul's "phone tree" has been activated
to check in on parish members in the area, but
if you are in need and haven't received a call,
please reach out to Fr. Daniel at
simons@stpaulsnorwalk.org.

Free COVID-19 Testing
On the morning of Thursday, August 13th, St. Paul's will host free COVID-19 testing.
Bringing a completed registration form, available at this link , saves time but is not
necessary. Click here to learn more.
Getting out the vote
The Race and Social Justice Coalition is contacting potentially disenfranchised voters
in Southern states to encourage them to check their voter registration status and fill
out the census. If you are interested in helping out, please contact Sarah Johnson at
slj49@pobox.com to volunteer.
Support local aid organizations
Norwalk Mutual Aid offers community support fueled by donations and local
volunteers.
Person-to-Person provides emergency assistance for families in greater
Norwalk.

Social Distancing Stories
Brad provides this week's parish dispatch.
"Since March, life changed from my
normal routine. Now being at home has
led to a renewal of focus on ourselves
during these 21 weeks. My weekly
routine includes stopping by the church
for financial matters where I have paused
frequently to see the vibrancy of nature
and community which surrounds the
buildings. Further changes include
getting involved with Norwalk Mutual
Aid, which sprung out of needs created by the pandemic. Through people helping
people, I see a foundation for a stronger community. With amazement and
excitement, there has been an outpouring of generosity and sharing of resources both monetary and time. God provides us the strength to persevere from life’s
challenges, and I am strongly reminded to follow Jesus’ path in offering help to those
in need."

Weekly Schedule
The St. Paul's grounds are open daily during daylight hours.
Sunday
8:40am Healing prayer (Zoom)
9am Holy Eucharist (Facebook)
10:10am Small group connection and conversation (Zoom)
9pm Compline on the labyrinth (live and on Facebook)
Monday
8:30am Morning Prayer at the river (Facebook)
Tuesday
8:30am Parishioner-led morning meditation (Zoom)

4-6pm Church open for prayer and meditation
Wednesday
8:30am Parishioner-led morning meditation (Facebook)
11:30am Mid-Day Eucharist (Facebook)
7pm Race and Social Justice Coalition (Zoom)
Thursday
8:30am Parishioner-led morning meditation (Zoom)
4-6pm Church open for prayer and meditation
7pm Guided meditation on the labyrinth (live and via Zoom)
Friday
8:30am Morning Prayer at the river (Facebook)
Saturday
Noon-4pm Church open for prayer and meditation
Visit stpaulsnorwalk.org for more information and links to connect to upcoming
events.
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