
SCRIPTURE THROUGH A CELTIC LENS:  THE PEACOCK’S PLUMAGE 

 

 
 

 
From The Winged Man: The Good News According to Matthew by Kenneth McIntosh. 

Introduction, "The Peacock's Feathers: Principles of Celtic Bible Interpretation" 
 

 
"Added together, their glosses, commentaries, and sermon notes enable us to see the 

ways that Gaelic Christians interpreted the Bible.  We can divide Celtic Bible 

interpretation into three broad categories, or methods of interpretation--reading in three 

dimensions, as it were, with each dimension revealing different shades of meaning, all 

part of the same iridescent fan of light and truth.  Medieval theologians favored this 

threefold approach because it corresponded to the triune nature of humanity: body, 

mind and soul. 

 

It seems to me that each of the three dimensions can be likened to an aspect of the 

peacock's plumage.  The first way of reading the Bible is the "grounded" or literal 

approach, corresponding to the physical structure of a peacock feather. The second 

way of reading the Bible is on the level of symbolism, equivalent to the manner in which 

the human eye perceives patterns in peacock plumage.  The third way of Bible reading 

is that of imagination, likened to the way these birds have inspired artists to create new 

and dazzling visions.  Each of the three dimensions is valuable:  this approach is 'both-

and' rather than 'either-or.'  .....The ancient Celts (also) provide a healthy model of 

reading the Bible with 'you-all,' a community of individuals in vital and intimate 

relationship with one another, across both time and space."  (pp. 15 – 17) 



READING SCRIPTURE THROUGH A CELTIC LENS 

SCHEDULE 

 

(Sessions start at 10:05 or so; end by 10:45 or so) 
 
 

October 2  Rev. Paul Carling Overview of Matthew 
and of the Series 

 

 
 
October 9  James McNutt  Matthew’s Jesus: Fulfillment  

of Jewish Prophecies 
 

 
 
October 16  Ginny Balser  Matthew’s Jesus:  

Son of God 

 

 
 
October 23  Serafino Carri  Matthew’s Jesus:  

Healer 
 

 
 
October 30  Dinushka De Silva Matthew’s Jesus:  

Preacher / Teacher 
 

 
 
November 6 Madeleine Harris  Matthew’s Jesus:   

Rule/Norm Giver 
 
 

 

 



READING SCRIPTURE THROUGH A CELTIC LENS 

MATTHEW’S MAJOR THEMES 

 

 

o The ‘who” and “where” of Jesus (1:1 – 2:23) 

o The beginning of Jesus activity (3:1 – 4:25) 

o The Sermon on the Mount (5:1 – 7:29) 

o Jesus’ powerful deeds (8:1 – 9:38 

o The missionary discourse (10:1 – 42) 

o The rejection of Jesus (11:1 – 12:50) 

o The parables of the kingdom (13:1 – 53) 

o Miracles, controversies and the cross (13:54 – 17:27) 

o Advice to the community (18:1 – 35) 

o More opposition to Jesus (19:1 – 23:39)  

o The eschatological discourse (24:1 – 25:46) 

o Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection (26:1 – 28:20) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 


