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GOOD FRIDAY 
Friday, April 10, 2020 at 7:30 PM 

St. Paul’s on the Green, Norwalk, Connecticut 

60 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851 

stpaulsnorwalk.org  info@stpaulsnorwalk.org 

Livestream available at facebook.com/stpaulsnorwalk/videos 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant: ┼ Blessed be our God. 

People: For ever and ever. Amen. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

 Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who 

now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

All: Amen.  

http://www.stpaulsnorwalk.org/
mailto:info@stpaulsnorwalk.org
http://facebook.com/stpaulsnorwalk/videos
http://facebook.com/stpaulsnorwalk/videos
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THE READING FROM HEBREW SCRIPTURE 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Reader: A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. Just as there 

were many who were astonished at him--so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, 

and his form beyond that of mortals--so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths 

because of him; for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had not heard 

they shall contemplate. Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of the Lord 

been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had 

no form or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one 

from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no account.  

Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck 

down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep 

have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us 

all.  

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the 

slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a 

perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from 

the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. They made his grave with the wicked 

and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.  

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for sin, he 

shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the Lord shall prosper. Out 

of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, 

my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will allot him a 

portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to 

death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession 

for the transgressors. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 22:1-11 

sung by the cantor 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? * 

and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress? 

O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; * 

by night as well, but I find no rest. 

Yet you are the Holy One, * 

enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

Our forefathers put their trust in you; * 

they trusted, and you delivered them. 

They cried out to you and were delivered; * 

they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 

But as for me, I am a worm and no man, * 

scorned by all and despised by the people. 

All who see me laugh me to scorn; * 

they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 

“He trusted in the LORD; let him deliver him; * 

let him rescue him, if he delights in him.” 

Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, * 

and kept me safe upon my mother's breast. 

I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; * 

you were my God when I was still in my mother's womb. 

Be not far from me, for trouble is near. * 

and there is none to help. 

setting: plainsong 

THE EPISTLE 

Hebrews 10:16-25 

Reader: A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

 The Holy Spirit testifies saying, "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says 

the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds," he also adds, "I will 

remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more." Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no 

longer any offering for sin. 

 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the 

new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we 

have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us 

hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let 

us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is 

the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Herzlich tut mich verlangen (“O Sacred Head” chorale) 

Dieterich Buxtehude (c. 1637-1707) 

HYMN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

words: Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676); tr. Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930);  

music: Herzlich tut mich verlangen [Passion Chorale], Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612);  

adapt. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
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THE PASSION: JOHN 19:1-30 
sung by the choir to the setting by Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611) 

Choir:  The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his 

head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, O King of the 

Jews!” and they struck him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing 

him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown 

of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” When the chief priests and the 

police saw him, they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves 

and crucify him; I find no case against him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to 

that law he ought to die because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid. He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, 

“Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to 

speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to crucify you and have power to release you?” Jesus 

answered him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore 

the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” From then on Pilate tried to release him, 

but the Jews cried out saying, “If you release this man, you are no friend of Caesar. Everyone who 

claims to be a king sets himself against Caesar.” 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called 

The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabatha. Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; and it 

was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” But they cried out, “Take him! Take him! 

Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no 

other king, none but Caesar.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and 

led him away. And carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, 

which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 

There they crucified him and two others with him, one on either side, with Jesus between them. And 

Pilate also had an inscription written and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 

Jews.” And many of the Jews read this inscription, since the place where Jesus was crucified was near 

the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the Jews said to 

Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man has said, I am King of the Jews.’” Pilate 

answered, “What I have written, I have written.” When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his 

clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic 

was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast 

lots for it to see whose it will be.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes 

among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 

beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your 

mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am 

thirsty.” Now a jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a 

branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” 

Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Silence is kept.  
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THE HOMILY 
The Reverend Louise Kalemkerian 

Associate Priest 

TROPARION 
sung by the choir 

The noble Joseph, taking down thy most pure Body from the Tree,  

wrapped it in clean linen and anointed it with spices and placed it in a new tomb. 

setting: traditional Bulgarian 

THE SOLEMN COLLECTS 

Celebrant: Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but 

that the world through him might be saved; that all who believe in him might be delivered from the 

power of sin and death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life. We pray, therefore, for people 

everywhere according to their needs. Let us pray for the holy Catholic Church of Christ throughout the 

world; For its unity in witness and service; For all bishops and other ministers and the people whom 

they serve; For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Ian and Laura our Bishops, and all the clergy and 

people of this diocese; For all Christians in this community; For those about to be baptized; That God 

will confirm his Church in faith, increase it in love, and preserve it in peace. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant: Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 

sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your 

holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen.  

Celebrant: Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority among them; For the 

President of the United States; For the Congress and the Supreme Court; For the Members and 

Representatives of the United Nations; For all who serve the common good; That by God's help they 

may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and concord. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your wisdom 

those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility your dominion may increase, 

until the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen.  

Celebrant: Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind; For the hungry and the homeless, the 

destitute and the oppressed; For the sick, the wounded, and the crippled; For those in loneliness, fear, 

and anguish; For those who face temptation, doubt, and despair; For the sorrowful and bereaved; For 

prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger; That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve 

them, and grant them the knowledge of his love, and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to 

their needs. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant: Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: Let the cry of those in 

misery and need come to you, that they may find your mercy present with them in all their afflictions; 

and give us, we pray, the strength to serve them for the sake of him who suffered for us, your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen.   
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Celebrant: Let us commit ourselves to our God, and pray for the grace of a holy life, that, with all who have 

departed this world and have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to God alone, 

we may be accounted worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive the crown of 

life in the day of resurrection. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant: God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful 

and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of 

salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and 

things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their 

perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

All:  Amen. 
Please consider making an offering to support the work and ministry of St. Paul’s. 

GIVING TO ST. PAUL’S 

Giving to St. Paul’s is still possible, even from afar! During this difficult time, the church’s expenses 

continue, and so we humbly ask that you continue your financial support of St. Paul’s. Mail is regularly 

collected and deposits are being made, even while our doors are closed. 

Prayerfully consider any of the following methods of giving: 

* Mailing a check made payable to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church: 60 East Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06851 

* Mailing a check in your pledge envelope (for those who use them) 

* Electronic payment via your bank’s online banking feature, as a one-time or recurring donation; 

your bank will mail a check to St. Paul’s on your behalf 

* Electronic giving by credit card or ACH withdrawal directly from your bank account, 

as a one-time gift or regular pledge; visit http://www.stpaulsnorwalk.org/donate 

* Text-to-Give: a simple and secure way to give from your phone. 

Begin by texting the amount of your donation to 855-934-1074 

and follow the subsequent text prompts to complete your donation. 

During this challenging time, the need to support each other is more present than ever, and we know 

that many are experiencing financial difficulties, job loss, and other hardships. Please don't hesitate to 

share these struggles with us, as there may be resources we can point you toward.  

As a community, we will get through this. On the journey, St. Paul's is here. 

Your Wardens, 

Terri Polley (polley@stpaulsnorwalk.org) and Anne Watkins (watkins@stpaulsnorwalk.org) 

 
  

http://www.stpaulsnorwalk.org/donate
http://www.stpaulsnorwalk.org/donate
mailto:polley@stpaulsnorwalk.org
mailto:watkins@stpaulsnorwalk.org
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THE PROCESSION OF THE CROSS  

The Cross is carried through the center of the church. 

 

 

Celebrant:   

  All: 

 

THE VENERATION OF THE CROSS  

ANTHEM AT THE VENERATION 

sung by the choir 

There in God’s garden stands the Tree of Wisdom, 

whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nations: 

Tree of all knowledge, Tree of all compassion, 

Tree of all beauty. 

Its name is Jesus, name that says, “Our Savior!” 

There on its branches see the scars of suff’ring; 

see there the tendrils of our human selfhood 

feed on its lifeblood. 

Thorns not its own are tangled in its foliage; 

our greed has starved it, our despite has choked it. 

Yet, look! It lives! Its grief has not destroyed it, 

nor fire consumed it. 

See how its branches reach to us in welcome; 

hear what the Voice says, “Come to me, ye weary! 

Give me your sickness, give me all your sorrow, 

I will give blessing.” 

This is my ending, this my resurrection; 

into your hands, Lord, I commit my spirit. 

This have I searched for; now I can possess it. 

This ground is holy. 

All heav’n is singing, “Thanks to Christ whose passion 

offers in mercy, healing, strength, and pardon. 

Peoples and nations, take it, take it freely!” 

Amen! My Master! 

words: Kiraly Imre von Pecselyi (1590-1641), trans. Erik Routley (1917-1982) 

music: K. Lee Scott (b. 1950) 
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you, in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 

sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, ┼forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

All: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE CONCLUDING COLLECT 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.  

All: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death between 

your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living; 

pardon and rest to the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting 

life and glory; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

All are welcome to remain online for a ten-minute period of silent veneration and reflection. 

Visit stpaulsnorwalk.org/holyweek, or see the next page, for more information on this weekend’s worship offerings from St. Paul’s. 
  

http://www.stpaulsnorwalk.org/holyweek
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Holy Week Online at St. Paul’s 

Holy Saturday, April 11th 
7:30pm — The kindling of the New Fire, via Facebook livestream 

Online, from St. Paul’s, we will celebrate the first section of the Great Vigil service, the kindling of the New 

Fire of Easter. As we sing the Exultet to welcome the coming of the Light, and read of God’s deliverance, 

we herald our collective step with Jesus into the day beyond Death.  

Visit facebook.com/stpaulsnorwalk at 7:30pm to join in worship. 

Easter Sunday, April 12th 
10am — Festive Easter Celebration, via Zoom 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Let the feast begin! Come to Zoom for a festive coffee hour and brunch, and the 

chance to say hello to your fellow parishioners. Bring special snacks to enjoy but not share! Camp it up and 

bring your festive best outfits too! (Big hats and bling will get special mention.) We will watch together the 

Easter video we’ve created of our sunlit faces and celebrate together the Love stronger than Death. 

Whatever our days hold, each one is a gift, and on this day especially we say "Hallelujah” (Praise God!).  

Alleluia! Amen.  

Join in the feast on Zoom. The link will be sent via Constant Contact on Easter morning. 
 

http://www.stpaulsnorwalk.org/holyweek

