
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
Sunday, March 22, 2020 

Solemn Eucharist at 11:00 AM 

St. Paul’s on the Green, Norwalk, Connecticut 
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words: Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

music: Ratisbon, melody from Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524; adapt. att. William Henry Havergal (1793–1870);  

harm. William Henry Havergal (1793–1870), alt. 

THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Celebrant: ┼ Blessed be the God of our salvation. 

People: Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins. 

  



KYRIE ELEISON 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

setting: from New Plainsong, David Hurd (b. 1950) 

© 1981 GIA Publications, Inc. 

OneLicense.net License #A-709109 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

 Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which 

gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All: Amen. 

  



THE READING 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Lector: A reading from the first book of Samuel. 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 

over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 

provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 

me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite 

Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom 

I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 

came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 

sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and 

his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” 

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I 

have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 

“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has 

the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 

“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, 

“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 

bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was 

ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 

one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit 

of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 

People: Thanks be to God.  



PSALM 23 
sung by the choir 

The Lord is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 

He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, 

and my cup is running over. 

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

setting: plainsong 

THE EPISTLE 

Ephesians 5:8-14 

Lector: A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 

 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of 

the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 

Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to 

mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for 

everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! 

Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  



HYMN AT THE GOSPEL PROCESSION   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

words: Michael Perry (1942-1996) 

music: Sharpe, Carl Haywood (b. 1949) 

words © 1982, 1989 Hope Publishing Company 

music © 1997 Church Publishing Inc. 

OneLicense.net License #A-709109 

It is customary to make the sign of the cross ┼ with the thumb on one’s forehead, lips, and heart as the Gospel is announced. This action 

symbolizes our asking God’s Word to rest in our mind, in our words, and in our heart. 

THE GOSPEL 
John 9:1-41 

 Celebrant:  ┼ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People: 

Celebrant: As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents 

sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of 

him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I 

am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 

and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 

Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him 

before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is 

he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they 

kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 

spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received 

my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when 

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 

received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of 

the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 

“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the 

blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

  



The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents 

of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 

How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was 

born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 

him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; 

for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of 

the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to 

God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 

thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How 

did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 

do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, 

saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, 

but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that 

God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never 

since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man 

were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are 

you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son 

of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, 

“You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 

worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, 

and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, 

“Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But 

now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:  

  



THE SERMON 
The Reverend Daniel Simons 

Priest-in-Charge 

Following the sermon, we pause to reflect on what we have heard and how the preaching of God's Word has spoken to us today. 

The following statement of faith was written by teenagers on the isle of Iona. 

A STATEMENT OF FAITH 

All: We believe in God, who made the sun and the sky, the stars and the sea, who calls us to live 

responsibly. 

 We believe in Jesus Christ, who became human, who healed the sick, who talked to children, who 

made friends with sinners.  He burned brightly and offended many.  His journey was one of life and 

death and resurrection.  His light continues to shine in darkness. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, who inspires the scriptures and whose breath we breathe. We believe 

that God calls us to be a community, committed to one another, and offering a welcome to everyone: 

old and young, rich and poor, strong and weak.  

 We believe that God calls us to be peacemakers; workers for justice; brothers and sisters; a light for 

our world. Amen.  



THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

During the periods of silence, the people are invited to add their own petitions, either silently or aloud. 

Celebrant: Jesus himself offered up prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to 

save him from death. Hear the prayers of your people, O God of the wilderness, and bring us into life. 

Intercessor: God, you desire to gather your children together. Bring your Church together under your wings and 

strengthen us to fulfill its mission. 

Celebrant: Hear our prayers, O God of the wilderness, 

People: and bring us to life. 

Intercessor: Jesus was tempted by the devil for forty days. Help those in positions of power and authority to resist 

temptations themselves, and guide the nations to justice and peace. 

Celebrant: Hear our prayers, O God of the wilderness, 

People: and bring us to life. 

Intercessor: Our world is a broken one. Like a fig tree, may it bear fruit in due season, so that all your creation might 

be nourished and restored. 

Celebrant: Hear our prayers, O God of the wilderness, 

People: and bring us to life. 

Intercessor: Mary anointed Jesus’s feet with perfume at dinner. Anoint the poor, the homeless, and the persecuted 

with your undying love. 

Celebrant: Hear our prayers, O God of the wilderness, 

People: and bring us to life. 

Intercessor: In the wilderness, Jesus was famished. Abide with those who are suffering in a wilderness, including 

those on our Prayer List and those we now name. 

Celebrant: Hear our prayers, O God of the wilderness, 

People: and bring us to life. 

Intercessor: Dust we are, and to dust we shall return. Guide the departed to their eternal rest, and bring us with all 

your saints into your heavenly kingdom. 

Celebrant: Hear our prayers, O God of the wilderness, 

People: and bring us to life. 

Celebrant: Hear our prayers, O God of the wilderness. Discerner of hearts, you look beneath our outward 

appearance and see your image in each of us. Banish in us all that prevents us from recognizing truth, 

so that we may see the world through your eyes and with the compassion of Jesus Christ who redeems 

us. 

All: Amen. 

  



THE CONFESSION OF SIN 

Celebrant: God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent, turn to Christ in faith, and are themselves 

forgiving. In silence, let us call to mind our sins. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant: We confess our sins: 

All: Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong we have done, and in 

the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance; we have sinned in weakness; we have 

sinned through our own deliberate fault. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us to 

amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Celebrant: Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, ┼ pardon you, and set you free. Know that you 

are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in life eternal. 

People: Amen. 
THE PEACE 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

The people share a sign of peace with one another, and then sit for the announcements. 

An offering is then taken to support the ministry and mission of St. Paul’s. Please be generous. 

GIVING TO ST. PAUL’S 

Giving to St. Paul’s is still possible, even from afar! Prayerfully consider any of the following methods: 

* Mailing a check (made payable to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church) or your pledge envelope to St. Paul’s 

* Making a one-time donation, or beginning a regular pledge, at www.stpaulsnorwalk.org/donate 

* Give by Text: to register quickly and securely, text the amount of your donation to 855-934-1074  



As the hymn begins, the gifts of bread and wine are then prepared at the Altar in preparation for the Great Thanksgiving and Communion. 

HYMN AT THE OFFERTORY 

 
words: Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877); para. Psalm 23 

music: St. Columba, Irish melody 

words © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. 

  



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for 

the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and 

Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love you. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

setting: David Hurd (b. 1950) 

music © 1981 GIA Publications, Inc.  

OneLicense.net License #A-709109  



Celebrant: You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Jesus is the light of the 

world, dispelling darkness and uncovering what is hidden. He has the authority to judge, the grace to 

forgive, and the power to heal and set free. Since the world began who has seen such things? 

We give you thanks that on the night before he died, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup, saying: “This cup is the new covenant sealed in 

my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your creation this bread and this wine 

and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming. With thanksgiving, we 

offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. 

  

 

 

All: 

setting: Ambrosian Chant, adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991) 

© 1985 Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. 

OneLicense.net License #A-709109 

Celebrant:  Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that the 

bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. By your 

Spirit, make us one us with Christ and one with your church in all the world. Help us to live as children 

of light, always seeking what is good and right and pleasing to you. Wake the dead from their sleep, to 

rise and to shine with the light of Christ. 

All this we ask through your Son, Jesus Christ. By him, with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   

All:  

  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
setting: Ambrosian Chant, adapt. Mason Martens (1933-1991) 

music © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.  

OneLicense.net License #A-709109 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
A brief silence is kept. 

Celebrant: Be present, be present, O Jesus our great high priest, as you were present with your disciples, and be 

known to us in the breaking of bread. 
Our fraction anthem during Lent will be a setting of the following poem by the Sufi poet Rumi. You are welcome simply to listen, and to join 

in as it becomes more familiar to you.

THE FRACTION ANTHEM 

Come, come whoever you are, 

worshiper, wanderer, lover of leaving, 

ours is not a caravan of despair. 

Though you have broken your vows a thousand times, 

come, come again, come. 

words: attr. Jalal ad-Din Rumi (1207-1273) 

music: Dale Zola 

  



THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Celebrant: Jesus welcomes everyone to God’s table; so come, whoever you are, come. 

THE COMMUNION 

At St. Paul’s, all are welcome to receive communion, without exception.  

HYMN AT THE COMMUNION 

 
words: Jaroslav J. Vajda (b. 1919) 

music: Now, Carl Flentge Schalk (b. 1929) 

words © 1969 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

OneLicense.net License #A-709109  



A 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

All: O God our Desire, in our thirst and hunger you have invited us to come, eat and be satisfied. Teach 

us to seek our nourishment only in you, and help us to turn away from those things that can never 

truly feed us. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

THE PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 

Celebrant: Let us bow down before the Lord. 

The people bow. 

Celebrant: Look down in mercy, Lord, on your people who bow before you; and grant that those whom you have 

nourished by your Word and Sacraments may bring forth fruit worthy of repentance; through Christ 

our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
  

  



HYMN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

words: William Williams (1717–1791); tr. Peter Williams (1722–1796), alt. 

music: Cwm Rhondda, John Hughes (1873–1932) 

  



THE DISMISSAL  

Celebrant: Go forth, forgiven, loved, and free. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

THE WORSHIP IS OVER. THE SERVICE BEGINS. 


